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viz. of promoting plandni, and inducing 
gentlemen to thin their woods, which, in 
rny professional excursions of layinj out 
giuands, and planting by contract, I have 
often most strenuously recommended, but 
without prevailing upon some to do so, 
from the difficulty of selling their wecd- 
ings, which expense will be much more 
than repaid by the price of the bark, 
shciuld the body of the tree be even suffer- 
ed to rot onth.e gnmnd. 

It niurit be observed, that oak. bark can 
only be taken from the tree during about 
t'A'o months in the year, whereas larch caa 
be C'lliected from about March to the end 
of August, and at infinitely a cheaper 
rate, as a w'lola tree, whatever length it 
may he, can be stripped from one end to 
the other entire with the greatest ease. 

Siiice leaving Woodlands, I have re- 
ceived a most favourable report from a 
lantii/t, who has converted the leather iiv- 
t'J shoes, of which he speaks Very highly, 
as well as of its superiority for gloves, 
saddles, &c. ; he.pdds also, that, in his 
opinion, it is not only equal to oak-bark, 
but even better, on account of its tanning 
quicker.. 

Doctor Hope speaks favourably of it. 
I have also int[uired of Patterson, the sad- 
Icr, about buff leather, who manufactures 
it 5 and he ssys no bark is used in the 
procesr-, bi;t only oil. 

Ma/LrawuM. — In another communica- 
tion fr.jni Mr. Wliite, dated June ati, 
IKi-.i, ho states, that "on pissino; through 
Hcshuni, he was happy to see shoes made 
from k>ather tanned with the larch-bark; 
and was told, that the glovers were so 
■well convinced of its excellency, that they 
declared they would use nothinuf else, if 
they could get a sufficient supply " In ad- 
dition to which pleasing intelligence, he 
iias had an order for much more lafcli- 
bark annually than he can supply, for 
m:iking leather of a light colour for book- 
binding, .&c. 

The (.-xperiments made by Mr. 'White, 
induce iiini to, believe, that larch-bark is 
not only equal to o.ifc in every partjculai;, 
but superior in regard to the articles above 
mentioned, and for many other purposes. 

Oher'uaikns on Jjsrch ; hij his Grace the. puh 
of Atiiolt. TntHtmHtclilo trie Ccmmissioneri 
p; Navai Ili:iiiiiD7i^ in M^tj^ 1207. 

(From the Communications of the Board 
of Agrii;alturc.) 

It is now thirty years [1777] sitce I have 
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cut and used larch fjr different purposes ; 
and, as yet, I have met with no iostance 
to induce me to depart from -nv opinion, 
that I'.tcl! is the mnst valuable i'.cquidicion, 
in point of usffful timber, that h^-.s ever 
been introduced into .Sc.itiaud : and f 
spaakfrom having u^ed -inii cut larch of 
from fifty to sixtv y:?ars srruu th. 

The small larenl hare >t?ed were thinned 
out of plantatitini for upright pailin??, raiU, 
and hurdles. Tho^se lit for sawinlr were 
sawn through the middie ; the sm-.d!er 
used round, with the bark on. 1 have 
found young larch so used more durable 
than oak copse-wood of tweaty.four years' 
gro^vth. 

The larger and older larch which I have 
cut have been used for a variety of 
purposes. Boats built of it have been 
four.d Sound, when the ribs made of oak, 
forty years old, were decayed, I have for 
years built all ray ferry and fishing- boats 
of iarch. 

In miH-work, and especially in mill- 
axles, (whereoak. only used formerly to be 
employed,) latch has been substituted 
[3 SOe] with the best efFect, Last winter, 
in cutting up an old decayed mill-wheel, 
those parts of the water-cogs -which had 
been repaired with larch [1786] about 
twenty years before, though black on the 
surface, on the hatchet being applied, 
■were found as sound and fresh as when 
put up. 

There is not a sufficient q\iantity of larch 
of fit growth to bring that wood into gene- 
ra! use for country purposes; but such as 
has been cut and sold has brought 2s. per 
foot, in Siunc instances more. About seven 
years ago [1800] I received twelve guineas 
for a single larch tree, of fifty years 
growth. I was at the same time offered 
se.30 for another larch which I declined 
cutting. The tree sold bad eighty-nine 
solid square feet of wood, and the pur- 
chasers cut two, if not three, axles for liiiiis 
out of it. 

Last year [1S06] I cut out twenty larch 
trees from a clump, where they stood too 
thick. I left the finest trees standing, and 
received one hundred guineas for the twen- 
ty trees taken out, being at the rate of a». 
per foot. The largest of the twensy trees 
weasured one hundretl and five feet in 
length, five feet eleven JBches in girth, at 
four feet from the groutsd, ,ai;d contained 
r.itiet\-four square feel of timber. One 
tree measured o-ie hundred and six feet ; 
fv.;, one hundred and seven; and one, 
one Kiandrtd and nine feet iu length ; but, 
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hfitip drawn up by standing too close, did 
n6t contain «> much sclid wood as the first. 

It is not in tlie quajity only of the wood 
thnt I consider the larch a great acquisi- 
tion, hut in the nature of the ground, 
where it will not only grow luxuriantly, 
but, I am persuaded, will arrive at a size 
fit for any purpose to which wood can be 
applied. 

The lower ranje of the Grampian hills, 
■which extend to Dunkeld, are in altitude 
from one thousand to twelve hundred feet 
ahove the level of the sea ; they are in ee- 
neral barren, and arc composed of mountain 
schist, slate, and ir.)n-s!one. Up to the 
h!,!»!)est tops ol these, larch groiv liixuri- 
amlv, wTiere the Scotch fir, formerly con- 
sidered the hardiest tree of the north, can- 
not rear its head In considerable tracks, 
\vl:ero fra»Tne»t9 of fhivere<l rocks are 
ftrcwcd so thick that vegetation scarce'y 
meets the eye, the larch puts out as strong 
and vii;oroi!s shoots as are to be found in 
tbe vallevs below, or in the most slieltercd 
Situations. 

I hive been employed, for the last five 
Tear;, m forming a very ejteusiOe plan- 
tation of h.rch, on mountains similar to 
what I have described. 'Ihe «!autatinn 
em'^mces a tract of nearlv eijifhtcei! hwii- 
rire<s Scmch acres, nearly fifteen hiindri'd 
of which I have already p'ai.icd [iS07] 
ITlt)^i1y '.vith Lirch : p!.>cino- .icotch fir only 
11', t!le^'cr ;;rou:Kla wlitre larch will not 
.';t>\v, and mixiujj spruce on the hi;Th( r-t 
po'Oti with larr.li ; findi-i^', from expfri- 
e;-,cf-, iluil that tree is next in value to, 
Htv; ;hrlv<;i in Alpine situaiicns ;'lir,oic e- 
q'l.i'lv w!!h, tl'.c larch. 

In aU tlie ':irch which i have cut 1 have 
revermet with oiu- i: ftsnco of decay ; !"Jt 
} i aveseen larch en' 'n wet situationn and 
til'v soil on low moors some riiies from 
Iiiu.kejd, which were detayuig at tiie 
hrait. The larch is cer'.ainly an Al[>lne 
t'ti- and docs not ibrive in wet situa- 
ti-;.:-s. 

About two!-'e years aao [1";T5] a ipeciei 
rf h[ir;ht ap.Kv.red onil.c larch, which in 
low sitnatioi^s destroyed numbers, Tlie 
str.ionin which this was observed to any 
ex.'ent the frosrs were very sevete late in 
the ijiring, r;iid the ch}iKis of Jro»t ft-J, 
which rested on i!ie larch on calm, moni- 
]r-.r-~ wi»en just coming into leaf, produced 
the blight. I did not find trees above 
twen'y-five or thirty feet in heig-ht aflect^ 
vd bv it ; neither did it appear at ail on 
the higher "rrounds, where a slight breeze 
d air couid shake the Uees. for eiglit or 



ten years past severe frosts at the end of 
spring and beginning of summer have 
partially brought blights, nearly destroy- 
ing the flower of the larch ; which has 
prevented my having been able to obtain 
larch seed in the qnantity ! wished in or- 
der to cat ry my intention iiHo effect, to 
cover ail the mountainous tract near Dun- 
keld belosging in property to me with the 
larch, which, I am persuaded, at the dis- 
tance of sixty or seventy years from plant- 
ing will be fit for most naval purposes. 

The coitiparative value of larch and 
Sjotch fir wiM not bear cfilculation. f sold 
a larch [ISOO] of fifty years old for twelve 
puineas. A fir of the sanje age, and in 
the same soil', was worth fifteen shillings. 
A fall of snow will destroy, in one night, 
and break and tear down sometimes more 
than line third of a tV plantation. This 
J have often experienced at all ages. 
Pbgli winds also destroy firs in numbers. 
'i^he larch are never bri>ken by snow ; and 
very seldom torn up by winds, and 
then only in single trees. Scotch firs are 
bad and shabby growers (with md at least) 
at about eight hundred foet of altitude. 
L^rch grow luxuriantly some hundred 
lect hij-her. 

The late Duko of Atholl, my father, 
'.vft-ii the first who foruied planlationi* a- 
round Uunkeld or Biair, [!765] to any 
extent. He only -bej'iu foity-lwo years 
ag'o. The 131:01! iiy of old larth I could at 
p(.;scr4 [;S07] -p.'-re, therefore, cannot be 
considerable ; but shoiil-:! the Boatd, from 
anv £!rn^ I iiavesaiJ 01 it durrfbiiity in 
bi'kt.-., cS;c. be iiieline<! to make trials fur 
uav .1 purpo-es, I ctmltf pfcr^aps furnish ffir 
that paipr-e'^-'-yriy orfifiv tons. Or, I fjioutd 
be I »;rejneiy ready and liappy to carry in- 
to efE-'c! experiments, if ihe Board should 
rhink fit to direct the making oi' anv, to 
prove the strength, weight, tlurability, &c. 

Ot hiich liso&d. 

I would not have troubled you, gentle- 
m: n, vvith the foregoing detail, but front 
3 thorough conviriimi, thai larcii timber 
may be used in many instances as a mbiti- 

iiiiejhr oak. 

That this substitute, ir.ay be had of a 
prime ijuality in sixty or seventy years 
froiii tiie period of planting : 

And, lastly, that this substitute may be 
the produce of otherwise barrsn and un- 
profitable mountains ; whereas oak limber 
wi|! always be found to thrive best in 
lands either taken from, or well atlapted 
to agricultural purposes, and more parti- 
Ciiiarlj to the growth of wheat. 



